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Oxalis europaea Jordan, O. stricta L. and O.corymbosa 
D.C. (Oxalidaceae): new records for the flora of Turkey

Feruzan Dane, Seda Yalçın and Gülden Yılmaz✳

Trakya University, Faculty of  Science, Department of Biology, Balkan Campus, 22030, Edirne, Turkey.

In this study, three new species Oxalis europaea Jordan, O. stricta L. and O. corymbosa D.C. (Oxalidaceae) are 
recorded for the flora of Turkey with the specimens collected from A1(E) Edirne in European Turkey. 
Short morphological descriptions including photographs of the species are given. In addition, a new 
key that contains the new Oxalis species added to the flora of Turkey has been constructed. 
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Oxalis L. is a taxonomically difficult genus (Obone 2005, 
Tosto 2007, Oberlander & Dreyer 2002) and it has 
over 800 species throughout the world. In South America 
250 species (Knuth 1930; Lourteig, 1982, 1983, 1988, 
1994), and in South Africa more than 200 species have 
been identified (Salter 1944). Twelve species have been 
identified in Europe (Young 1968) and six species in the 
Balkans (Polunin 1987). The genus is represented by four 
species according to the flora of Turkey and only one species 
(O. corniculata) is recorded in European Turkey (Cullen 
1967; Davis et al, 1988). The number of Oxalis species in 
Turkey has become seven by adding Oxalis europaea, O. 
stricta and O. corymbosa collected from A1(E) Edirne. 
These were not recorded in the flora of Turkey (Cullen, 
1967; Davis et al. 1988) and the flora of European Turkey 
(Young 1968). 

The studied material of Oxalis europaea, O. stricta and 
O. corymbosa was collected in 2009. Voucher specimens 
were placed in the Herbarium of Trakya University 
(EDTU). These specimens were determined according 
to the Flora Europaea (Young 1968). The distribution in 
European Turkey of these taxa is presented in Fig 1, and a 
description of the species is given. 

In this study we present three new species records, 
namely O. europaea, O. stricta and O. corymbosa for the 
flora of Turkey. The localities are as follows:

1. Oxalis stricta L. (Figs 1, 2).
Distribution in European Turkey: A1(E) : Edirne: Center: 

Kooperatif evleri, around gardens, 41 40’28”N, 26’33’39”E, 
26 m, 16.06.2009, coll. F. Dane, (EDTU 11003)!

2. Oxalis europaea Jordan (O. stricta auct. plur., non 
L.) (Figs 1, 2).

Distribution in European Turkey: A1(E) : Edirne: Center: 
around Faculty of Medicine, 41 40’28”N, 26’33’39”E, 26 m, 
16.06.2009, coll. F. Dane, (EDTU 11002)!.

3. Oxalis corymbosa D.C., (O. martiana Zucc.) (Figs 1, 
2).

Distribution in European Turkey: A1(E) : Edirne: Center: 
Kooperatif evleri, around gardens, 41 40’28”N, 26’33’39”E, 
26 m, 16.06.2009, coll. F. Dane, (EDTU 11001)!

Figure 1. Localities of Oxalis L. species in European Turkey 
 : O. corymbosa  : O. europaea : O. stricta   
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Figure 2. Oxalis stricta L.: a. General view; b. Flower; c. Pedicel deflexed in fruit;  
Oxalis europaea Jordan: d. General view in habitat; e. General view; f. Pedicel not deflexed in fruit; Oxalis corymbosa D. C. : g. General 
view in habitat; h. General view; ı. Flower. 
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O. corymbosa is easily distinguished from the others 
because of having pink flowers, bulb and being sterile. O. 
corymbosa  may be misidentified as O. articulata. The best 
feature for seperating these two species is occurrence of 
small bulbils in O. corymbosa. O. europaea has pedicels not 
deflexed in fruit while O. stricta has pedicels deflexed in 
fruit. 
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U ovom radu se navode tri nove vrste roda Oxalis (Oxalidaceae): Oxalis europaea Jordan, O. stricta L. i O. 
corymbosa D.C. po prvi put zabeležene u flori Turske, konstatovane na području Jedrena u Evropskom delu 

Turske. U radu je dat kratak opis sa fotografijama kao i ključ koji uključije nove vrste u flori Turske.

Ključne reči: Flora, novi nalazi, Oxalis, Turska

Oxalis europaea Jordan, O. stricta L. i O.corymbosa 
D.C. (Oxalidaceae): novi nalazi za floru Turske
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