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Abstract: In this paper the nomenclatural issues regarding all representatives of the family Gesneriaceae in 
Europe are discussed. The type for the generic name Ramonda is confirmed, the typification of 
Jankaea heldreichii is corrected, and information is provided for already validly-typified species 
names regardless of their current taxonomic status.
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Introduction

The family Gesneriaceae in Europe is represented by 5 
species within 2 monotypic and 1 oligotypic genera. The 
oligotypic genus Ramonda Rich. consists of three species: 
R. myconi (L.) Rchb. which is endemic to the Iberian 
Peninsula, and the Balkan endemics R. nathaliae Pančić 
& Petrović and R. serbica Pančić. The two monotypic 
genera Haberlea Friv. (H. rhodopensis Friv.) and Jankaea 
Boiss. (J. heldreichii (Boiss.) Boiss.) are present only in 
the Balkan Peninsula, the same as Ramonda nathaliae 
and R. serbica (Figure 1 – Balkan endemic species of 
the Gesneriacae family). All European representatives 
of Gesneriaceae are considered to be Tertiary relicts 
(Košanin 1921, 1923; Meyer 1970; Trout 1994; 
Dubreuil et al. 2008).

Within the European taxa of the family Gesneriaceae, 
the following species names are typified: Haberlea 
rhodopensis, H. ferdinandi-coburgii, Jankaea heldreichii, 
Ramonda myconi, R. nathaliae and R. serbica. However, 
the typification of J. heldreichii was not correct. Taking 
this into account, the main aim of this paper is to provide 
information on the typification of the generic name 
Ramonda and to correct the typification of Jankaea 
heldreichii. Also, additional information is given for 

species names which have already been validly typified, 
as well as pictures of the type specimens that are not 
published or available online.

Materials and methods

Various European herbaria (BEO, BEOU, BP, G, GOET, 
GZU, K, S, SOM, W, WU; acronyms follow Thiers 2014) 
were consulted in the search for and study of original 
material for the species names listed in results and 
discussion.

Results and discussion

Ramonda Rich. nom. cons. in Persoon (1805: 216)
Typus: Ramonda myconi (L.) Rchb. (image available at: 
http://linnean-online.org/1839/)
Note: Richard (in Persoon 1805: 216) described the 
genus Ramonda (Gesneriaceae) mentioning only one 
species – R. pyrenaica. According to Article 10.1 of the 
Code (McNeill et al. 2012), the type of the genus name is 
the same as the type of the species name. However, in the 
synonymy, Richard cited Verbascum myconi (Linnaeus 
1753: 179), in this way including its type (Art. 52.2). As he 
did not make the new combination in the genus Ramonda, 
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using the available epithet “myconi”, the published name 
R. pyrenaica is illegitimate (Art. 52.1). The legitimate new 
specific combination Ramonda myconi (L.) Rchb. was 
established later by Reichenbach (1831: 388). Therefore, 
the type for the generic name Ramonda is the type of the 
name Verbascum myconi ≡ Ramonda myconi which was 
lectotypified by Ferrer-Gallego & Miedes-Marqués 
(2013). The generic name was conserved in the Appendix 
IIIA of the Saint Louis Code (Greuter et al. 2000), 
where the citation of the type for the genus name was also 
published: “Ramonda Rich. in Persoon, Syn. Pl. 1: 216. 
1 Apr–15 Jun 1805 [Gesner.]. Typus: R. pyrenaica Pers., 
nom. illeg. (Verbascum myconi L., R. myconi (L.) Rchb.). 
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Saint 
Louis Code), Electronic version”.

Jankaea heldreichii (Boiss.) Boiss. (Boissier 1875: 5)
Basionym: Haberlea heldreichii Boiss. (Boissier 1856: 
141)
Lectotype (designated by Strid 1991: 262): [Greece] In 
rupibus reg. sylvaticae m. Olympi Thessaliae, 21-24 Jul. 
1851, T. Heldreich 2499 (G 00334008!, a single specimen 
mounted on two herbarium sheets -1/2 and 2/2). Figure 2.
Note: The name Jankaea heldreichii was typified by 
Strid (1991: 262). The holotype that was cited is the 
material deposited in herbarium G-Boissier, collected 
between 21st and 24th July 1851 by Heldreich (coll. no. 
2499). However, in the protologue for the basionym 
Haberlea heldreichii, Boissier (1856) did not mention 
any particular collector number nor the exact collecting 
date, stating merely that material in fruit was collected 
by Heldreich on Mt. Olympus at the end of July 1851. As 
Boissier did not make any specific designation (e.g., by 
citing the collector number, or emphasizing that only one 
specimen was seen) at the time of the original publication 
of the taxon name, the holotype for the name could not 
be established (Art. 9.1. Note 1, McNeill et al. 2012). 
We found another specimen collected by Heldreich on 
Mt. Olympus at the end of July 1851 (21-24.7.), which 
undoubtedly belongs to original material for the name 
H. heldreichii (GOET 003923!). The two mentioned 
specimens are syntypes (Art. 9.5), from which only a 
lectotype (Art. 9.2) can be designated. Therefore, the 
“holotype” cited by Strid (1991: 262) must be considered 
as lectotype (Art. 9.9, McNeill et al. 2012).

The remaining species names that have already been 
validly typified are the following:

Haberlea rhodopensis Friv. (Frivaldszky 1835: 249)
Lectotype (designated by Szelag & Somlyay 2009: 
557): [Bulgaria] Ramondia pyrenaica Genus? Haberlea 
Rodoppe Frivaldszky [original label in Frivaldszky’s own 
handwriting] Haberlea rhodopensis [manu Janka] Ex 
herb. J. Sadler (BP 30170!)
Haberlea ferdinandi-coburgii Urum. (Urumov 1902: 573)
≡ Haberlea rhodopensis Friv. var. ferdinandi-coburgii 
(Urum.) Mark. (Markova 1995: 290)
Lectotype (designated by Markova 1995: 290): In fissuris 
rupium calcareum ad Loveč leg. a. 1902 (SOM 69796!, 
image available at http://www.nmnhs.com/images/e-
natura/photos-types/1200/som/img_0341.jpg)

Ramonda myconi (L.) Rchb. (Reichenbach 1831: 388)
Basyonim: Verbascum myconi L. (Linnaeus 1753: 179)
Lectotype (designated by Ferrer-Gallego & Miedes-
Marqués 2013: 155): Herb. Linn. No. 242.9 (LINN) 
(image available at: http://linnean-online.org/1839/).

Ramonda nathaliae Pančić & Petrović (in Petrović 
1882: 574)
Lectotype (designated by Strid 1991: 261): In rupestribus 

Figure 1. The Balkan endemics of the family Gesneriaceae: A. 
Haberlea rhodopensis Friv. (cultivated in Göteborg Botanical 
Garden, unknown origin); B. Jankaea heldreichii (Boiss.) Boiss. 
(Pierias: Mt Olympus, Enipeas valley); C. Ramonda nathaliae 
Pančić et Petrović (Almopias: Ravine NW of Loutra Arideas); D. 
R. serbica Pančić (Dodonis: Near the Vikos balcony NNE of the 
village of Monodendri). Photo: A. Strid.
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Figure 2. Lectotype of Jankaea heldreichii (Boiss.) Boiss. (G 
00334008!).

Figure 3. Lectotype of Ramonda nathaliae Pančić & Petrović (G 
00365719!).

calcareis supra Jelašnica Serb. [Serbia] orient. [orientalis] 
5 [May] 1879, S. Petrović s.n. (G 00365719!, Figure 3).
Syntypes: In rupestribus calcar. [calcareis] m. [monte] 
Suva planina, Serb. [Serbia] oriental. [orientalis] Majo 
[May] 1879, S. Petrović s.n. (S11–10311!, image available at 
http://andor.nrm.se/kryptos/fbo/kryptobase/large/S11-
010001/S11-10311.jpg); Yelaschnitza [Jelašnica] prés de 
Nisch [Niš], Mai [May] 1879, S. Petrović s.n. (G 00386067!).
The name for the newly-described species was given 
by Petrović and Pančić in honour of the queen Natalija 
Obrenović (1859–1941).

Ramonda serbica Pančić (Pančić 1874: 498)
Lectotype (designated by Szelag & Somlyay 2011: 
77): Ramondia serbica Panč. [manu Janka] Haberlea 
rhodopensis Friv. In rupestrib. calc. M. Rtanj S.[Serbia] 
a.[australis] Maj 1847 Pančić (BP 301401) [original label 
in Pančić’s own handwriting supplemented by Janka]
Syntype: Serbia, Pleš, in rupestribus, J. Pančić s.n. (BEOU 
8137!)
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U radu su razmatrane nomenklaturne teme koje se tiču svih predstavnika porodice Gesneriaceae u Evropi. 
Tipski primerak za ime roda Ramonda je potvrđen, tipifikacija imena Jankaea heldreichii je ispravljena, a 

date su informacije i za prethodno validno tipifikovana imena vrsta bez obzira na njihov trenutni taksonomski 
status.
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